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Take Me Back Over There... (Motherland)(detail), yarn, cotton, acrylic paint, spray paint, plastic canvas, umbrella fabric on stretcher bars, 65x65 approx., 2015
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Molting
Curated by Kayla Carucci, Alex Scott Cumming, & Jacob Mandel
Molting relates the psyche to free will by means of non corporeal
identification. The show displays artists’ self portraits through representation of the ephemeral, the immaterial, and the objective.These
representations are a process of association; i.e. through housing,
environment, culture, subculture, relationships, and their various
manifestations. A choice is an act of free will, consciously or subconsciously, and carry an imprint of the will. The paradox of free
will and the psyche, a universal object originating before the human
individual, creates non corporeal phenomena through which the
artists may convey themselves. Molting is exposing the responsibility
for change in our world.

www.aferro.org | www.aferrostudios.org | www.activatemarketstreet.org
73 Market Street, Newark, NJ | 973.353.9533
Wed - Sat 12-6

Visit

73 Market Street, Newark, NJ
Wednesday - Saturday 12-6
and by appointment.
aferro.org
aferrostudios.org
activatemarketstreet.org

Contact

973 353 9533
info@aferro.org
Gallery Aferro
Ironbound Station
PO Box 5668
Newark, NJ 07105
USA

Mission

The mission of Gallery Aferro is to bring
cultural education and aesthetic engagement
with contemporary issues to all people
equally, and to create an environment
where artists can gather and share physical
and intellectual resources. We are working
towards an arts community that is available
to everyone, without sacrificing standards
or quality of experience.

ADA Information

Gallery Aferro is wheelchair accessible. If
you need special assistance or requests
concerning ADA information please email
our ADA Coordinator, Evonne Davis,
at edavis@aferro.org. We believe art is
absolutely for everyone and are very happy
to accommodate anyone’s needs but please
give us 1 weeks notice for any arrangements
that will need to be made at the gallery. If
you require large print press materials
please let us know 48 hours ahead of time.

Sponsors

We gratefully acknowledge the support of
our funders, sponsors and the individual
donors who make our programs possible.
The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State, a Partner Agency of
the National Endowment for the Arts, The
Union Foundation, The New Jersey Council
for the Humanities, a state partner of the
national endowment for the Humanities
Hunterdon Brewery, and RBH Group.

You Never Liked Us Anyway (Fuck Your Friendship) (detail), resin, yarn, plastic, handmade
paper, caulk, spray paint on stretcher bars, 40x26, 2015

Vaughn Spann’s identity has been shaped by the various urban cities he’s grown
up in. As a result, the art Spann creates is rooted in experiences stemmed
from such environments. America’s urban landscapes often house what many
have come to recognize as “ghettos” and “hoods”. Historically, residents of
these areas have been plagued by many stigmas and stereotypes. Vaughn has
confronted notions of his level of intelligence, his income, whether or not he
is dependent on government assistance or if he is affiliated with a gang. In
his work, Vaughn focuses on understanding the black body in relationship to
urban topography and how people navigate their experiences. His current
practice involves the collection and manipulation of disposable material found
directly from the streets. These materials, full of context and personal history,
typically include nylon torn from discarded umbrellas, plastic bags and other
materials swarming the streets. Spann’s studio practice is non traditional as
he often finds ways to transcend ideas while defying painting norms. Working
with material from the street helps dismantle notions that art should only be
accessible to the privileged. With Vaughn’s abstract paintings, he is asserting his
voice through a particular lens of blackness, one often misunderstood.
Vaughn Spann lives and orks in Harlem, New York. He received his Bachelor
of Fine Arts Degree from Rutgers University in 2014. He has participated in
numerous exhibitions which include shows at The Reginald Lewis Museum,
RushArts, Cultural Center African Diaspora Institute (CCCADI), Rupert Ravens Contemporary, The Newark Museum, Gallery Aferro, and the annual
Newark Open Doors.
www.vaughnspann.tumblr.com

